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“Foralongtime we’ve beeninvolved
inresiliency planningand sustainable
design,andinthe course of our work
we saw the opportunity to reclaim
locally available wood and other
materials. We applied beautiful ipé
planks salvaged from the Coney
Island boardwalk to the exterior of a
mixed-use buildinga few miles away.
Ipéisanideal speciesfor exteriors,
terraces, and flooring becauseit’s
durable and highly stable.”
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“We've been exploring new
materials with significant benefitsin
sustainabilityand aesthetic
opportunities. Oneiscorkasan
exposed facade material, not simply
asafloorand interior wallcovering.
we're designingour first cork facade
in Brooklyn. Corkisincrediblystable
and meets fire-safety codes. It hasall
the benefits of anatural recyclable
material, but best of all, it has the
innate beauty of treesand bark.”
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“In our experience, glassisvaluable
foradoptingglobalinfluencesand
today’s technology. We've usedall
kinds,includingartglass for kitchen
enclosuresin Walker Tower. The
bronze glass curtain wallfor the One
Madison tower echoesthe masonry
of the Flatiron District in Manhattan.
Colored structuralglass can be used
forstairs,and glass tiles are fun,too.”

Writing—and Drawing—on the Wall

THEY’VE

GOT PULL
Sheet-based
magnetic
wallcoverings
offer both
aestheticand
functional design
optionsinan
easy installation
package.

WHILE DIGITAL, screen-based messaging may work for some
institutions, thereare certain environments—such as offices,
educationalfacilities,and hospitality venues—that have an ongoing
need forhigh-quality and -impactwall graphics systems that can be
quickly swapped. Steppinginto this niche is Visual Dynamics.

The company’s Dynamic Spacesisacollection of magnetic-based
wallcoverings whose installation processis significantly faster and
neater than that of conventional coverings. First, the wall is painted
with acoat of latex-based magnetic primer. Second,amid-layer of
flexible magnetizedtiles is applied. Finally,the magnetic-receptive

surface layerisrolled onto the wall. In addition to custom printed or
stock surface layers, more than 20 specialized finishes are available,
including dry-erase surfaces, veneers,and textile wallcoverings.
Dirnensional objects like frames and shelves can be affixed with the
company’s InvisiLock product. Anda new accessory package named
MindLayers adds the utility and flexibility of office stickies to the
systeminthe form of magnetized dry-erase “note cards.” An
efficientand paperless way torecordideas, the reusable MindLayer
notes require no adhesive and are made from non-ghosting PVC-free
material. —LC
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NEW MATH

11.9 BILLION

U.S. demand for decorative
laminates will rise 4.1% peryear to
11.9billion per squarefeetin2018.
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SNAP FACT

The nonresidential market, which
dominates U.S. ceiling-product
demand, is projected to hold 93% of the
total market in2018.
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